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WORKSHEET № 1 

For Art historians 

                                                                                                           Date: ______________________ 

                                                                                                           Name: _____________________  

                                                                                                           Surname:___________________ 

                                                                                                           Mark: _____________________ 

 

Task: Today you are Art historians. You should learn as much as possible information about the history of 

British art. Read the text and answer the following questions. Be ready to present your answers to the class. 

 

1. When did English painting begin to develop independently? 

2. Who was the first really British painter? 

3. What did William Hogarth reflect in his works? 

4. What other famous painters can you name? 

5. Which genre of painting was the most popular in Britain in the 

first half of the 19th century?   

 

In the 17th century art in Britain had been dominated largely by the 

Flemish  artist Anthony van Dyck. In the early 18th century, although 

influenced by Continental movements, British art began to develop 

independently. Finally it developed a distinct style and tradition 

concentrating on portraits and landscapes. 

 

William Hogarth was the first major artist to reject foreign influence and 

establish a kind of art whose themes and subjects were thoroughly 

British.  William Hogarth reflected the new English middle-class 

temperament – English in habits, disposition. His satirical works, full 

of black humour, point out to contemporary society the deformities, 

weaknesses and vices of London life. 

 

Hogarth was followed by a row of painters: Thomas Gainsborough, with  

his lyrical landscapes, "fancy pictures" and portraits; Sir Joshua 

Reynolds, who painted charming society portraits and became the first 

president of the Royal Academy; and George Stubbs, who is only now 

being recognized as an artist of the greatest visual perception and 

sensitivity. 

 

The mainstream of English painting in the first half of the 19th century 

was landscape. At that time nature was beginning to be swallowed up by 

the expanding cities of the Industrial Revolution. Constable and Turner, 

the greatest of the landscapists, approached nature with love and 

excitement.  

 

Wordlist 

1. Develop – развиваться 

2. Reflect – отражать, изображать 

3. Distinct style – четкий, отличный от других стиль 

Рисунок 1. William Hogarth 

Рисунок 2. Thomas Gainsborough 

Рисунок 3. Joshua Reynolds 
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4. Reject foreign influence – отвергать, отклонять 

иностранное влияние 

5. Establish – устанавливать, создавать 

6. Habits – привычки  

7. Disposition – склонности 

8. Contemporary society – современное общество 

9. Deformities, weaknesses and vices – уродства, 

недостатки и пороки 

10. Mainstream – главное направление 

 

Рисунок 4. George Stubbs 


